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Huhugam Heritage Center unveils newly renovated museum building
Community members and guests attend ribbon cutting ceremony and grand opening of improvements

ov. Stephen Roe Lewis cuts the ribbon for the Huhugam Heritage Center’s tenant improvement project. From

left, Leland Thomas, Miss Gila River Tyler Owens, Gov. Lewis, Jr. Miss Gila River Susanna Osife, former governor
Richard Narcia and former governor Donald Antone. Edit Box Photo

Kyle Knox
Gila River Indian News

The Huhugam Heritage
Center held its Museum Grand
Opening to the public on Friday,
Jan 24. Community members and
guests celebrated the museum’s
opening with blessings, remarks,
a ribbon cutting ceremony and
entertainment. Guest speakers,

former GRIC leaders, and Heri-
tage Center administrators pro-
vided remarks to honor the oc-
casion. O'otham and Pee Posh
singers and dancers from across
the Community also presented
throughout the day.

Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis re-
called the early days of the Cen-
ter’s development.

“My father saw the opportu-

Opening ceremonies at the grand opening included the posting of colors
and other activities. Kyle Knox/GRIN

nity to build a repository, not in
Phoenix, not in Flagstaff, but here
on the Gila River Indian Commu-
nity and bring our sacred artifacts
home.”

Gov. Lewis later cut the rib-
bon accompanied by Huhugam
Heritage Center staff, Gila River
Royalty and former governors
Richard Narcia and Donald An-
tone. With the the doors officially
open, the public walked through
the new space, which included the
collections, displays, and exhibits
on the history and culture of the
Akimel O'otham and Pee Posh.

Shirley Jackson, District 5,
Huhugam Heritage Center Di-
rector, said, “It's been a long time
coming, and I'm very grateful for
it’s completion, to the Communi-
ty, and it’s past leadership.”

Former governor Donald An-
tone recalled the repatriation of
remains and other cultural objects
during his speech and also said

New caseé and exhibits were unveiled at tHe g

“My father [Rod Lewis]
saw the opportunity to
build a repository, not in
Phoenix, not in Flagstaff,
but here on the Gila River
Indian Community and
bring our sacred artifacts
home.”

- Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis

how proud he was to see the ren-
ovations on the museum, which
was closed for contruction on May
of 2018.

The musuem building now
has an open concept, and two lev-
els for patrons to experience the
rich history of the Community.
Tools, weapons, clothing, musical
instruments are displayed, includ-
ing O'otham baskets and Pee Posh
pottery.

The renovations also include
modern and interactive exhibits

opening. Edit Box Photo

for digital learning. Video footage
of the community waterways is
showcased on a 20-foot display,
and a touchscreen “game” pro-
vides lessons on the O’otham gen-
der roles, and a video provided a
brief history of the Akimel O'oth-
am and Pee Posh.

Breaking ground on the orig-
inal site in 1999, the Huhugam
Heritage Center served initially as
a repository for artifacts and items
that were returned to the Commu-
nity over time.

Plans for the Center include
the addition of a museum gift
shop along with developing the
surrounding grounds outside the
Center.

Jackson shared that starting
in March, the museum will open
full time with regular hours for
the general public. Until then, the
Center will continue its First Fri-
day events every month, elders
day event, and veterans activities.

Senate candidate MarkKelly visits Community, tours MARS

Christopher Lomahquahu
Gila River Indian News

Mark Kelly, a retired astro-
naut and the identical twin broth-
er of Scott Kelly (also a retired
astronaut from NASA), is on the
campaign trail running for the
U.S. Senate. Kelly visited with
Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis and trib-
al leadership at the Governance
Center and toured the Managed
Aquifer Recharge 5 Interpretive
trail on Jan. 22.

“I’'m spending a lot of time
trying to learn all [these] issues,”
said Kelly. Kelly a year ago, of-
ficially announced his bid to run
for the 2020 United State Special
Election in Arizona. From his

time visiting communities across
the state, Kelly said there are
different issues within different
communities on what Washington
D.C. needs to hear.

Kelly had questions about
the population of the Community,
culture, education and how GRIC
is managing its water rights.
Among Kelly’s questions, was
the issue of crimes committed
on tribal lands by non-members,
which Lewis said is taken very
seriously through a coordinated
system of law enforcement and
judicial system.

“We’re very rural, but we ap-
preciate how we are very close to
the land, a humble people, even
though we’ve have been success-
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ful with gaming, we cannot for-
get our duty as stewards over the
land,” said Lewis. He said GRIC
has been very innovative in water
conservation and preservation.

Lewis said, “We plan for the
future, that’s where our mind set
is at working together as seven
districts, with a 17-member coun-
cil.”

Kelly was also interested in
education in the Community and
Gov. Lewis highlighted the new
Gila Crossing Community School
in District 6 as well as the teacher
cohort program through Arizona
State University.

Continued on Page 10

Willard Antone (foreground). Christopher Lomahquahu/GRIN
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5S8TH ANNUAL FAIR AND RODEO

Mur-CHu-THA

MARCH 6™-8™, 2020

MUL-CHU-THA FAIRGROUNDS | SACATON, AZ

“CELEBRATING THE LEGACY OF SPORTS & HONORING OUR O'OTHAM & PEE POSH CHAMPIONS”

CARNIVAL RIDES - ENTERTAINMENT - CULTURAL PERFORMANCES AND
DEMONSTRATIONS - BIRD SINGING & DANCING - POW-WOW - PARADE -
CHICKEN SCRATCH BATTLE OF THE BANDS - THOKA AND SONGIVU'L
TOURNAMENTS - MENS & WOMEN'S BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT-
HORSESHOE TOURNAMENT - ELDER CHAIR VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT -
SKATE COMPETITION - HALF MARATHON FOOTRACE - YOUTH BASKETBALL
TOURNAMENT - FRYBREAD CONTEST - GILA RIVER ROYALTY PAGEANT - ALL
INDIAN RODEO - ALL INDIAN JR. RODEO - ALL INDIAN MASTERS RODEO -
CAR SHOW - FOOD VENDORS - ARTS & CRAFTS VENDORS - ESSAY AND
SCHOOL ART CONTESTS

MUL-CHU-THA.COM

MULCHUTHA@GRIC.NSN.US | OFFICE: (520) 562-9859 OR 9713
FACEBOOK: @GILARIVER | INSTAGRAM: @GILARIVER | TWITTER: @ GRIC_OFFICIAL

GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY AND COMMUNICTIONS AND PUBLIC AFFIARS OFFICE SHALL NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR BODILY INJURY, THEFT, OR DAMAGES INCURRED DURING
THE MUL-CHU-THA FAIR & RODEO
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Youth inspired at Nike N7 Jr. Golf Experience at the Whirlwind Golf Club

o L =i

The golf event featured golfer Gabby

Reuben Ringlero

Christopher Lomahquahu
Gila River Indian News

Native youth teed off at a
golf clinic at the Nike N7 Jr. Golf
Experience, which was held at
the Whirlwind Golf Club at Wild
Horse Pass on Jan. 25.

The event was organized in
partnership with the Gila River
Indian Community, Notah Be-
gay III (NB3) Foundation, Nike
N7 and the First Tee of Phoenix
for an interactive day of golf and
education for 197 youth, ranging
from seven to 18-years-old.

Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis
welcomed the group of Native
youth, who also participated in
the clinic.

“The Notah Begay III Foun-
dation is a great organization that
encourages the youth to be active
in the game of golf,” said Gov.
Lewis.

Lewis thanked the NB3
Foundation and Nike N7 for pro-
viding the event to Native youth,

Parade and
activities all
set for 75th
Anniversary
of Iwo Jima
flag raising

Emma Hughes
Gila River Indian News

The 75th Anniversary of the
Iwo Jima flag raising will be on
Saturday, Feb. 22 in Sacaton.
Many veteran groups through-
out the country participate in the
Community’s parade which starts
from Skill Center Road down
to the Matthew B. Juan - Ira H.
Hayes Veterans Memorial Park.
As in previous years, a fly-over is
set to kick off the parade.

This year the Wellness Center
will be hosting an Iwo Jima Me-
morial 10k/2mile run at the Sac-
aton Fairgrounds. Registration is
now open until Feb. 19. The run
begins at 6 a.m. with on-site regis-
tration open until 7:15 a.m. on the
day of. The parade is scheduled
to begin at 8:30 a.m., followed by
ceremonies at Matthew B. Juan -
Ira H. Hayes Veterans Memorial
Park.

For more information about
the event sponsored by Amer-
ican Legion Ira H. Hayes Post
No. 84 & Auxiliary Unit No. 84
phone: (520) 562-8484 or email:
ihpost84@gila.net website: ira-
hayespost84.org.

Lemieux (center). Photo courtesy of

which promotes physical activity,
healthy nutrition and teaches im-
portant life skills on top of teach-
ing golf.

“We are a proud partner,
to bring an inspirational day of
learning about the game of golf to
a world class facility, like [this],”
said Gov. Lewis. He said the
Community was proud to host the
golf clinic that contributes to pos-
itive and motivating experiences
for Native youth.

“It all started with Sam Mc-
Cracken, the founder of Nike N7
to expose kids to the game of golf,
being that the Waste Management
[Phoenix Open] is coming-up and
[we] have Native communities
around the Valley, we partnered
with several organizations to host
[this] event,” said Clint Begay,
Director of NB3 Fit, brother of
Notah.

“Gov. Lewis is a great part-
ner and advocate for youth de-
velopment and it allowed us to
do what we set out to accomplish

Young golfers learn fundamentals.
Photo courtesy of Reuben Ringlero

in reaching the Native youth on a
tribal community,” said Begay.
Begay added, “The goal was
for the kids to go out there and
feel like they are accomplishing
something new they can experi-
ence and they come away with an

understanding about how to play
golf.”

He said their organization
works with Native owned golf-
ing facilities to get Native youth
interested in golf. Begay said the
clinic included workshops on life
lessons, leadership games and
health nutrition.

Gabby Lemieux, Nike N7
ambassador, professional golfer
on the Symetra Tour and a mem-
ber of the Shoshone-Paiute Tribe
was present to share her passion
for the game of golf with the
youth participants.

Sam McCracken, N7 Gener-
al Manager, said, it’s their second
year hosting the Jr. Golf Tour-
nament in the state of Arizona.
“We’d really like to thank our
sponsors and recognize the Gila
River Indian Community and the
land, we are hosting this event on
today.”

HAPPY ~Nakomtines DAY 7

75th

Anniversary
- lwo Jima_

Flag Raising

Military Parade and

Flyover to begin at 8:30 AM.

Ceremonies to follow at the
Mathew B. Juan, Ira H. Hayes

Veterans Memorial Park in
Sacaton, AZ.
All Public and \Veferans Groups are welcome

Feb.22
2020

Luncheon hosted by American Legion Auxiliary Unit No. 84 with St Peter Church and School.
Event sponsored by American Legion Ira H. Hayes Post No. 84 and Auxiliary Unit No. B4
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 186 Sacaton, Az. 85147 [ Phone: 520-562-8484 | Fax: 520-562-3297

Email Address: ihpostd@gilanet.net / Website: irahayespostid.org
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Gila River Police De-
partment reserves the right
to restrict the release of cer-
tain reports, which may not
be available or are current-
ly under investigation.

Incident reports from
Jan. 19 - Jan. 25

Gila River Police offi-
cers responded to 689 calls
for service and made 33 ar-
rests.

District One- (Black-
water)

No Part 1 incidents

District Two — (Saca-
ton Flats)

No Part 1 incidents

District Three- (Saca-
ton)

Aggravated Assault —
Suspect and victim were
involved in a verbal alter-
cation that escalated and
became physical when the
suspect swung a machete
at the victim. Law enforce-
ment was notified and Gila
River police officers re-
sponded to the incident in
progress. The suspect was
detained and then released
to emergency medical ser-
vices for transportation to
a local hospital for further
medical treatment.

Status: Charges for-
warded to the Prosecutor’s
office.

District Four-

Stotonic Area —

Burglary — Suspect(s)
forced entry into an aban-
doned residence and subse-
quently removed a washing

Gila River Police Department Incident Logs

machine and dryer. Law en-
forcement was notified and
Gila River police officers
responded to investigate
the incident.

Status: Under investi-
gation.

Lone Butte Area

Shoplifting -  Sus-
pect(s) entered a clothing
store, concealed several
items and left the premises
without paying for the mer-
chandise. Employees noti-
fied law enforcement and
Gila River police officers
responded to investigate
the incident. The suspect(s)
fled prior to officers’ arriv-
al.

Status: Under investi-

gation.

Shoplifting -  Sus-
pect(s) entered a clothing
store, concealed several

items and left the premises
without paying for the mer-
chandise. Employees noti-
fied law enforcement and
Gila River police officers
responded to investigate
the incident. The suspect(s)
fled prior to officers’ arriv-
al.

Status: Under investi-
gation.

Theft —  Suspect(s)
forcefully accessed the vic-
tim’s vehicle while it was
parked in the casino park-
ing lot and stole items be-
longing to the victim. Upon
discovering the damage
and stolen items, the victim
alerted casino security. Ca-

sino security notified law
enforcement and Gila River
police officers responded to
investigate the incident.
Status: Under investi-

gation
Theft — The suspect
stole the victim’s cell

phone from a slot machine
while inside the casino. Ca-
sino security notified law
enforcement and Gila River
police officers responded to
investigate the incident.
Status: Under Investi-

gation
Theft — The suspect
stole the victim’s cell

phone from a slot machine
while inside the casino. Ca-
sino security notified law
enforcement and Gila River
police officers responded to
investigate the incident.

Status: Under Investi-
gation

District Five — (Casa
Blanca)

Auto Theft — The sus-
pect stole the victim’s vehi-
cle keys and then took the
victim’s vehicle without the
victim’s knowledge or per-
mission. Law enforcement
was notified and Gila River
police officers responded to
investigate the incident.

Status: The vehicle
was recovered and returned
to the victim.

District Six — (Komat-
ke)

Robbery — Suspect(s)
assaulted the victim and
forcefully stole the victim’s

wrist watch using a knife to
threaten his life. The victim
fled to safety and notified
law enforcement. Gila Riv-
er police officers responded
to investigate the incident.
Gila River Emergency
Medical Services respond-
ed and treated the victim’s
non-life threatening inju-
ries.

Status: Under investi-
gation.

Theft —  Suspect(s)
forcefully accessed the vic-
tim’s vehicle while it was
parked in the casino park-
ing lot and stole items be-
longing to the victim. Upon
discovering the damage
and stolen items, the victim
alerted casino security. Ca-
sino security notified law
enforcement and Gila River
police officers responded to
investigate the incident.

Status: Under investi-
gation

Theft — Suspect stole
the victim’s winning tito
ticket and attempted to
cash it. Casino security was
alerted by staff and law
enforcement was notified.
Gila River police officers
responded to investigate
the incident.

Status: Suspect was
cited and released.

Theft — The suspect
stole the victim’s cell
phone from a slot machine
while inside the casino. Ca-
sino security notified law
enforcement and Gila River

police officers responded to
investigate the incident.

Status: Charges for-
warded to the Prosecutor’s
office.

District Seven — (Mar-
icopa)

Auto Theft — Sus-
pect(s) took the victim’s
vehicle from her residence
without her permission in
the late evening hours. The
victim woke the next morn-
ing to find their vehicle
missing. Law enforcement
was notified and Gila River
police officers responded to
investigate the incident.

Status: The victim’s
vehicle was later recovered
in the city of Phoenix

Incident Reports from
Jan. 26 to Feb. 1

Gila River Police offi-
cers responded to 683 calls
for service and made 27 ar-
rests.

District One- (Black-
water)

No Part 1 incidents

District Two — (Saca-
ton Flats)

No Part 1 incidents

District Three- (Saca-
ton)

Theft — The suspect
stole the victim’s laptop
from his vehicle when he
dropped him off at his res-
idence. Law enforcement
was notified and Gila River
police officers responded to
investigate the incident.

Status: Under investi-
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gation

Theft — Suspect’s stole
the victim’s wheelbarrow
from his property while the
victim was away from the
residence.. Law enforce-
ment was notified and Gila
River police officers re-
sponded to investigate the
incident.

Status: Under investi-
gation

District Four-

Stotonic Area —

No Part 1 incidents

Lone Butte Area

Shoplifting -  Sus-
pect(s) entered the gas
station, concealed several
items and then left past the
point of sale without pay-
ing for the merchandise.
Employees notified law en-
forcement and Gila River
police officers responded to
investigate the incident.

Status: Under investi-

gation

Shoplifting — The
suspect entered the outlet
store, concealed several

items and then left past the
point of sale without pay-
ing for the merchandise.
Employees notified law en-
forcement and Gila River
police officers responded to
investigate the incident.
Status: Under investi-

gation

Shoplifting — The
suspect entered the outlet
store, concealed several

items and then left past the
point of sale without pay-
ing for the merchandise.
Employees identified the
theft occurred via security
footage after the fact. Law
enforcement was notified
and Gila River police offi-
cers responded to investi-
gate the incident.

Status: Under investi-
gation

Theft —  Suspect(s)
forced entry into a mo-
tel room and stole sever-
al items belonging to the
victim. Law enforcement
was notified and Gila River
police officers responded to
investigate.

Status: Under investi-
gation

Theft — Suspect(s) en-
tered the victim’s vehicle
and stole several of the vic-
tim’s belongings while the
vehicle was parked in the
casino parking lot. Law en-
forcement was notified and
Gila River police officers
responded to investigate.

Status: Under Investi-

gation

District Five — (Casa
Blanca)

Aggravated  Assault

— The suspect and victim
were involved in a verbal
domestic altercation that
escalated when the suspect
attempted to run over the
victim with her vehicle.
Law enforcement was no-
tified and Gila River police
officers responded to the

Police Reports
Cont'd on Page 5
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CrisisResponse Teamislookingforvolunteerstoassistindividualsandfamilies

Christopher Lomahquahu
Gila River Indian News

A Community initia-
tive to recruit volunteers is
currently open to those who
have an interest in helping
those in need of support.
The Gila River Fire De-
partment Crisis Response
Team looks to hire volun-
teers to assist individuals or
families during traumatic
events.

“It was put into place
to help our Community
members at their worst,
such as house fires, ho-
micides, suicide, car acci-
dents and other traumatic
events,” said GRFD Fire
Chief Kathy Garcia.

Volunteers will have a
list of resources for people
to contact, such as service
centers, Red Cross, hospi-
tals, and food banks.

L a a o o o a o o o

The resources offer a
way of allowing individu-
als and families to contact
people when they’re in
need of resources and re-
ferrals to help them through
their difficult times.

“There are some Com-
munity members that may
not need it, but we also
know there are others that
might need to utilize the
crisis team on what to do or
where to go to,” said Gar-
cia.

She said, “[We’ve] had
people thank us for the Cri-
sis Response Team mem-
ber staying with them at
the hospital, bringing food
to their family or bringing
other items they needed at
the time.”

The program is hiring
individuals for all-volun-
teer positions that requires

Crisis Response Team members who assist individuals and
families during traumatic events. From left, Javier Hernandez,
program manager, volunteer Mocha Santos, volunteer Sal Pu-
lido, and volunteer Morgan Jaecks. Christopher Lomahquahu/

GRIN

them to fulfill on-duty time
and maintain training re-
quirements to stay in good
standing as a volunteer.
The hours are flexible
for individuals who work

WATER STATION COMPETITION

Support our local and visiting runners as they take on the
challenge of conquering the 13.1 mile course!

Perfect for departments or groups!

Water stations should be decorative &

motivating (i.e. signs, music, etc.).

Stations will be provided with 1 table,

water, cups and trash bags.

CATEGORIES:
- Most Motivating
- Most Creative

- Runners Choice
Awards for each category!

i facebook l

Cantact Angal Croue for moes information

| Sacaton Fairgrounds

~ 12 STATIONS
. NEEDED!

WATER STATION CHECK-IN @ 6:30am
Set Up must be complete by 7:15am

2 - BOAT axt. 2028

Saturday February 29, 2020

Police Reports
From Page 4

incident in progress. The
suspect was located and
taken into custody.

Status: The
was arrested.

District Six — (Komat-
ke)

Aggravated  Assault
— The suspect and victim
were involved in a ver-
bal domestic altercation
that escalated and became
physical. Law enforcement
was notified and Gila River
police officers responded
to the incident in progress.
The suspect was located
and taken into custody. Gila

What the

As the year begins and
we start our new year’s res-
olutions, having a healthier
diet is at the top of almost
everyone’s list. Today’s
my plate recommenda-
tions suggest consuming
fruits and vegetables that
resemble the colors of the
rainbow. The more color
our meals are representing
tells us that we are getting
a healthier diet and con-
suming the vitamins and
minerals our body needs on
a daily basis. But how of-
ten do we think about what
the colors of our fruits and

suspect

River Emergency Medical

Services responded and
transported the victim to
a local trauma hospital for
her severe injuries.

Status: The suspect
was arrested.
Theft —  Suspect(s)

stole the license plate off
the victim’s vehicle while
it was parked in front of
his residence. Law enforce-
ment was notified and Gila
River police officers re-
sponded to investigate.

Status: Under investi-
gation

Theft —  Suspect(s)
stole victim’s vehicle while
it was parked in the casino
parking lot. Law enforce-

Colors of

vegetables are telling us.
What antioxidants, phy-
tonutrients, and nutrients
are we getting and more
importantly where do we
get them from? Although
some of the vitamins and
minerals are clear and have
no color, fruits and veg-
etables of a certain color
are known to have more
amounts of specific vita-
mins or minerals in them.
Fruits and vegetable of one
color still have multiple nu-
trients that provide us with
“disease reducing” results.
A good rule of thumb to go

ment was notified and Gila
River police officers re-
sponded to investigate.

Status: Vehicle located
and returned to registered
owner.

District Seven — (Mar-
icopa)

Aggravated  Assault
— Suspect(s) assaulted the
victim while he was walk-
ing home from work. The
victim received several lac-
erations from an unknown
weapon used by the sus-
pects. Upon escaping his
attackers, the victim was
able to notify law enforce-
ment. Gila River police
officers responded to ren-
der aid and investigate the

our Fruits

by when looking at the col-
or is the darker the color the
higher the concentration of
the nutrients they contain.
Below, test your knowledge
by drawing a line from the
fruit and vegetable to the
main nutrient(s) they are
most known for (the an-
swers are found below):

If you have any ques-
tions regarding a healthy
plate or diet, the GRIC
Tribal Health Department
Community Health Nutri-
tion will gladly assist you
by calling (520) 562-5126.

or go to school full-time,
and for those with families
according to Garcia.

“They will receive cri-
sis intervention training,
attend a Gila River specific

training on cultural aware-
ness, radio communication,
incident reporting and area
familiarization to GRIC,”
said Garcia.

They also have to un-
dergo a 15-passenger re-
sponse van training, psy-
chological first aid training
and CPR/Automatic Ex-
ternal Defibrillator (AED)
training and ride along with
emergency crews, to pre-
pare them for their roles as
crisis response volunteers.

Garcia stressed the
importance of profession-
alism, confidentiality and
the ability handle traumatic
events.

She said it is also im-
portant that volunteers
know their limits and have
patience when they are
working with individuals in
times of crisis.

To  volunteer you
must be 2l1-years-of-age,
have high school diploma
or GED, able to stand for
two-plus hours, ability to
carry 50 pounds, have a
valid driver’s license, and
undergo a panel interview.
Additional  requirements
are fingerprinting/crimi-
nal background check, and
mandatory drug testing.

The position is not
a pipeline to becoming a
firefighter, but offers volun-
teers a chance to speak, see
and understand what the job
demands. Individuals inter-
ested in becoming a volun-
teer, can go to gilariver.org
job opportunities page to
apply. For questions, con-
tact the Crisis Response
Team Program Manager at
(520) 610-0769.

WHO HAS THE TIME?

AS PARENTS IT SEEMS AS THOUGH THERE ARE NOT ENOUGH
HOURS IN THE DAY TO GET EVERYTHING DONE. READING WITH
OUR CHILDREN CAN BE A NICE BREAK FROM ALL THE THINGS

THAT HAVE TO GET FINISHED, AND A WONDERFUL TIME TO
CONNECT WITH THEM.

O’Odham Tash is back in

Casa Grande Feb. 15 & 16

PARADE ¢« RODEQO ¢ CARNIVAL
SOFTBALL & TOKA TOURNAMENTS
COWBOY CHURCH

All participation forms are on our website
www.casagrandecowboydays.com
Preference will be given to rodeo

entries in the order they are received.
The City of Casa Grande is proud to be a major sponsor.

incident. Gila River Emer-
gency Medical Services
responded and transported

the victim to a local trauma
hospital for further medical
attention.

Status: Under investi-
gation

and Vegetables are Telling Us

1. Blue/Purple

(Plums, prunes black berries, etc.)

2. Green

(a) Vitamin A, Retinol, Beta carotenes

(b) Vitamins K & B, Manganese, Anthocyanins

(Broccoli, cabbage, dark leafy lettuces, etc.)

3. Green/Yellow
(Avocado, spinach, kiwi, etc.)

4. Red

(c) Vitamin C, Lycopene, Flavonoids

(d) Vitamin K, folic acid, potassium

(Cranberries, tomatoes, pink grapefruit, etc.)

5. Yellow/Orange

(Carrots, pumpkins, squashes, apricots, Peaches, etc.)

(e) Vitamin C, Luteins

Answers are: 1. line to (b), 2. line to (d), 3. line to (e), 4. line to (c), 5. Line to (a)
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Something to be told or talked about

By Billy Allen

I’ve got my Medicare
card, so now I am officially
an elder. My days of run-
ning fast are long gone. 1
was gone from the GRIN
for a while—maybe some
of you noticed.

Well, “long-story-
short” I had to take care
of my health. In early De-
cember 2018, I got a Sat-
urday morning call from
my primary doctor saying
he suspected I had a can-
cer. Whoa! A bone mar-
row biopsy and PET scan
confirmed it. I have an in-
curable — but treatable—
blood cancer called mul-
tiple myeloma. Multiple
myeloma affects plasma
cells in the bone marrow
making them grow out of
control. This growth dam-
ages bones, the immune
system, kidneys, and red
blood cell count. Treat-
ments can slow down the
effects, and relieve some
of the symptoms. After
getting over the initial
shock, with help of Alli-
ance Cancer Care Arizo-
na and Gila River Health
Care, | followed a regimen
of pill chemotherapy, ste-
roid injections, and Protea-

some inhibitors. The cancer
growth was slowed down,
and the next step was a
stem cell transplant. I’'m
still recovering from that.

Cancer is the second
leading cause of death
among Natives according to
a 2019 bulletin by the Part-
nership for Native Amer-
ican Cancer Prevention.
(The Indian Health Service
listed heart disease as the
number one cause of death
in a 2019 report.) Numbers
show roughly 160 GRIC
members dealing with can-
cer in 2019. The largest
group has kidney or liver
cancer. Over thirty women
are dealing with various
cancers. For blood cancers,
eight GRIC members have
lymphoma and five have
multiple myeloma. We are
not alone, nor does it mean
an “end of the trail” scenar-
io. Tom Brokaw was the
longtime anchor of “NBC
Nightly News” and author
of “The Greatest Genera-
tion,” about the American
experience in World War
II. When he was diagnosed
with multiple myeloma in
2013, he followed through
with chemotherapy and
treatment. He is now in re-
mission.

Teresa Choyguha is an
O’odham who’s given us
a lot of great laughs, and
is also recuperating from
a stem cell transplant for
multiple myeloma. Tere-
sa told me that the MM
diagnosis was a shock to
her too, but she followed
through with the medica-
tions, injections, stem cell
transplant, and long drives
to see her doctor. She hasn’t
lost her sense of humor, and
remains upbeat. It won’t be
long before Teresa is back
in the spotlight. Another
Survivor.

Getting old -- we
do our best not to ignore
symptoms and be proac-
tive. However at times,
some wait too long and that
lowers the chances of get-
ting better. Strong, silent
types think they can “tough
it out.” Caregivers may ig-
nore their own symptoms
to continue providing care
for others.

“Why?” is a common
reaction with cancer pa-
tients. What we were ex-
posed to growing up may
have affected our future
health. We used to swim in
unlined irrigation canals,
worked in fields sprayed
with weed killer and defo-
liant, and our cars burned
leaded fuel! When I used
to run among the tribal
fields around Casa Blanca,
I felt I was breathing the
fresh clean desert, but now
I wonder. Many homes be-
gan to use propane stoves,

and benzene — a known
cancer-causer—is a com-
mon element in propane.
If you smell leaking pro-
pane, please fix it. I used
to enjoy taking care of my
“iron horse” truck, playing
backyard mechanic. I'd
reach for gasoline to clean

various parts.  Benzene
is in gasoline. If you are
in an occupation that ex-
poses you to propane and
gas, keep warning signs
in mind. Some of mine
were loss of appetite, fa-
tigue, numbing feet, and
back pain. Take the time to

learn about symptoms from
various tribal agencies
like GRHC or DEQ. As
our bodies age, symptoms
come and go. Don’t ignore
the ones that persist.
“Getting old is tough,
but it beats the alternative.”

[STRONGER ;/

Monday, February 17", 2020 | 12 pm - 6 pm
Vah-Ki Multi-Purpose Building

4

20

Mui-

Bapchule, AZ

Chu-Th

For more information visit mygilariver.com or
email missgilariveri@gric.nsn.us

February 29, 2020

Sacaton Fairgrounds
158 South Bluebird Road, Sacaton, AZ, 85147

1/2 Marathon Footrace and 3 Person Co-Ed Relay

PRE-REGISTRATION:

Opens: February 05, 2020
Closes: February 26, 2020

Onsite registration starts at 6:30am
2 Mile & Elder Walk are onsite registration

5K Run, 2 Mile and Elder Walk

Early Packet Pick Up available
Wednesday, February 26, 2020

Route will be closed at 7:15am no exceptions.

Relay teams must have 1 female and 1 male

All competitive runs begin at 7:00am
Sacaton Fairgrounds

Time limit of 3 hours and 30 minutes.

Any runner on the route after the time

limit has expired will be picked up.

4 SKATEPARK SANTAN

FREE EVENT FOR GRIC MEMBERS
REGISTRATION 3:00PM COMPETITION STARTS: 4:00PM

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: SEVEN LAYER ARMY SKATEBOARDS
(602) 621-1946 SEVENLAYERARMY@GMAIL.COM

DISTRICT

For more i Tribal R ion & Center
(520) 562 - 2026 or Email: wellness.center@gric.nsn.us

Relay drop off begins at 6:45am
GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY AND TRIBAL RECREATION AND WELLNESS SHALL NOT BE HELD

RESPONSIBLE FOR BODILY INJURY, THEFT, OR DAMAGES INCURRED DURING THE MUL-CHU-THA FAIR & RODEO.
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Si Se Puede Foundation. Christopher Lomahquahu/GRIN

Mentors assist St. Peter Indian Mission
school students with underwater robots

Christopher Lomahquahu
Gila River Indian News

Gila  River  Indi-
an Community students
gained a hands-on per-
spective on building un-
derwater machines. Fourth
grade through eighth grade
students from the St. Peter
Indian Mission School in
District 5, Bapchule, built
underwater robots on Feb 1.

Mentors and profes-
sionals from Honeywell
and Si Se Puede Founda-
tion, assisted the students
with their underwater ro-
bots through a program
called SeaPerch. SeaPerch
is a robotics program, that
tests student’s skills in the
building of Remotely Oper-
ated Vehicles (ROV).

According to the Si
Se Puede website, “Stu-
dents build the ROV from
a kit comprised of low-cost,
easily accessible parts, fol-
lowing a curriculum that
teaches basic engineering
and science concepts with a
marine engineering theme.”

“We want to get more
of these programs out into
the Community,” said Al-
berto Esparza, President
and CEO of Si Se Puede.
He said Si Se Puede orga-
nizes robotics programs,
that serve 150 students,
which includes students at
the college level.

“It’s a relationship, that
we hope to have for sever-
al years with the Commu-
nity,” said Esparza, “[We]
would like to introduce
them to more robotics
programs through Si Se
Puede.” One of those is the
potential to compete in a
national robotics competi-
tion in March, held in Bos-
ton, Mass.

The students cut,
drilled and assembled the
underwater robots, which
require a base, to house
the fan, motors, and other
essential accessories for
control and navigation un-
derwater.

“Right now, they’re
learning how to fabricate,
put together the motors and
work as a team. It’s great,
because they’re picking it
up so quickly,” said Espar-
za.

“This is my first time
being out in the Communi-
ty,” said Vice President of
STEM Diversity Kari Ro-
sas. “I recently graduated
last May with a Master’s
degree in Biomedical Engi-
neering,” said Rosas.

“It’s important for
them to have the support,”
said Rosas. “I grew up in
Mexico City, I never had
that support when I was
younger. I think this is great
that they have support sys-
tem here,” she said.

Esparza added, “It’s
understandable these kids
have a role model, we
know it’s important to have
someone they can relate to
that can mentor and inspire
them.”

Two brothers, with ex-
perience in building robots
of all types, were brought
in to help the students,
“When I was in fifth grade,
[we] got started in drones,
it was fun, because we got
to get out all the time,” said
Josiah Ochoa a freshman at
Casa Grande Union High
School.

Josiah and his twin
brother Jacob, helped the
younger students construct
their underwater robots.
“We are acting as teachers
for the kids today, we want-
ed to help the students with
their robots,” said Jacob.
His main interest is in pro-
graming, “I want to learn
how to do it, it’s something
that has interested me since
I was in sixth grade.”

“Today I'm a men-
tor, we have them cutting
PVC pipe and putting
them together,” said David
Bluestein Honeywell Tech-
nical Manager. He said the
goal is to get the students
thinking about how they
can problem solve, work
as a team and use critical
thinking skills to complete
each task.

“When 1 was a kid,
we were poor and we had
to make due with what we
had, it took one person to
get me into engineering and
so I like to give back,” said
Bluestein.

He said it’s his fifth
year helping the students
out in the Community, it’s

Students and staff pse with their underwater robots with assistance from Honeywell and the

a part of his interest to pro-
mote STEM based activi-
ties outside of the confines
of his normal workplace.

After completing parts
of the building their ROV’s,
the twin brothers placed a
fully constructed vehicle in
a pool, where they demon-
strated how the finished
ROV’s will perform, once
they are completed. The
students also, had a chance
to control the ROV, which
could be submerged to low-
er depth of water and move
like a submarine.

MISS GILA RIVER

+ Young women 18-24 years of age on or
before Saturday, February 29, 2020

+ Enrolled member of the Gila River Indian

Community

« Have never before held the Title of Miss

Gila River

» Full-time high school or college student
with a minimum 2.5 G.P.A. or employed
full-time and in good standing with

employer

+ Single, never married, and have no

children

+ Willing and able to uphold the image \
and leadership role of Miss Gila River reign
throughout the twelve-month reign

SACATON FATRGROUNDS
FEBRUARY 22, 2020

10K/2 MILE

Registration Opens: January 29, 2020
Registration Closes: February 19, 2020

2 Mile Walk/Run is oniste
Onsite Registration Starts: 6:30am
Route Closes at 7:15am

To be considered for medals you must be pre-registered.

Run Starts at 7:00am

OR

Community
Miss Gila River
with a minimum 2.0 G.P.A.

children

Walk ons are welcome but do not qualify for competitive medals.

APPLICATIONS

JR.MISS GILA RIVER

+ Young women 14-17 years of age on or
before Saturday, February 29, 2020

» Enrolled member of the Gila River Indian

+ Have never before held the Title of Jr.

+ Full-time high school or college student

+ Single, never married, and have no

- Willing and able to uphold the image
and leadership role of Jr. Miss Gila

River throughout the twelve-month

Applications are available at mygilariver.com or at any district service center

For more information email missgilariver@gricnsn.us
or call (520) 562 9715

O AT WS AR TR

CPA®
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BE A CENSUS TAKER

FOR 2020 CENSUS

APPLY ONLINE!
2020census.gov/jobs

2020 Census jobs

provide:

- Great Pay

* Flexible Hours
- Weekly Pay

- Paid Training

O'otham and PeePosh speakers
are encouraged to apply

For more information or help

applying, please call
1-855-J0B-2020

Federal Relay Service:
1-B00-877-8339 TTY/ASCI
www.gsa.gov/fedrelay

Pattie King, Recruiting Assistant
pattie.m.king@2020census.gov

Tha LLS. Consus Burasu is an Equal Opportunity Employer

U.S. Census Bureau is hiring
positions for the 2020 Census

Kyle Knox
Gila River Indian News

The year 2020 is the
start of a new decade,
which also means it’s time
for a new Census Count-
ing for the United States
Census Bureau. Every ten
years, the U.S. population
is counted, which includes
the Gila River Indian
Community. This year the
Community launched the
“We All Count” campaign
to encourage participation
in the Census.

To assist with the
2020 Census Count, the
U.S. Census Bureau is re-
cruiting people to be cen-
sus takers in their local
communities.

It allows the federal
government to understand
the needs of the varied re-
gions of the country based
on demographic make-up.
Those needs include plan-
ning for schools, funding
for community initiatives,
legislative districting/
mapping, and federal pro-
grams based on population
sizes, to name a few.

Joshua Manning, Me-
dia Specialist for the Unit-

SAVE THE

2020 Gite Rivel

FEBRUARY 29™, 2020

MISS GILA RIVER
JR. MISS GILA RIVER

FOR MORE INFORMATTON, EMAIL
MISSGILARIVER@GRIC.NSN.US
OR CALL (520) 562-9715

ed States Census Bureau,
offered some insights as
to why the Census is im-
portant and how to assist
the Census by serving as
Census workers in the Gila
River Indian Community.

"The Census deter-
mines funding for the next
ten years and whether the
areas should have addi-
tional (or less) represen-
tation in Congress. So,
whether a school gets tax
dollars back into the Com-
munity for the next decade
depends on how everyone
there responds to the Cen-
sus," said Manning.

That means that an
accurate accounting of
residents in any given area
is essential to understand
what's needed.

Many efforts pro-
moting the Census have
already begun.  Anoth-
er initiative includes the
hiring of Census workers
throughout the country to
support the collection of
residential data.

To acquire a position
as a census worker, Man-
ning said, "applicants must
Be 18. Answer a short as-
sessment or two. Be able to
pass a simple background
investigation for a criminal
record. Have a car or have
access to a car." In Arizona
alone, he reported that they
receive "just over 40,000
applicants," though only a
quarter of that acquires a
position.

Pay rates vary based
on the county, but local-
ly for Pinal and Maricopa
Counties, one could earn
anywhere between $16-
19.50/ hr. Though there are

several positions to apply
for, the majority of the po-
sitions are for census tak-
ers or enumerators. Enu-
merators go door-to-door
in areas to make sure peo-
ple have accurately filled
out their census forms. If
selected as an enumerator,
you have an option to pick
the times you work and can
work as much as 40 hours/
week or half of that based
on your availability. And
mileage is reimbursed for
the use of your vehicle.

Manning  expressed
how crucial it is for com-
munities to hire locally
because "People from Gila
River will be less trusting
of someone from [Wash-
ington] D.C., in a suit and
tie than they would be to-
ward someone three hous-
es away."

Whether serving as a
census worker or partici-
pating this year, it is vital
to join, because the Cen-
sus only occurs every ten
years, the accounting of
this year will determine
a lot of the decisions that
will affect the Community
in the future.

The US Census offi-
cially starts April 1, 2020,
with many enumerators
going door-to-door begin-
ning their work from May
through July.

If you are interested
in a job with the Census
Bureau, you can get more
information at 2020census.
gov/jobs, calling 1-855-
562-2020, or e-mail-
ing Pattie King at pat-
tie.m.king@2020census.
gov.

Student wins
Citizenship award

Kyle Knox
Gila River Indian News

On Tuesday, Jan. 21,
Azumi Murphy received the
Gilbert Town Council Citi-
zenship Award. The award
was presented to Azumi at
the Gilbert Council Cham-
bers by Gilbert Mayor Jenn
Daniels. Azumi is from
District 7 and resides in
Gilbert, and her parents are
Tyrone, and Vika Murphy.

Azumi currently at-
tends Greenfield Middle
School and was nominated
by three of her teachers for
consideration of the award
from December 2019. Ms.
Morris, Ms. Banuelos, and
Ms. Krick nominated her
for the award. At school,
Azumi actively participates
in several clubs and ex-
tracurricular activities, in-
cluding H.E.R. (Heartfelt+
Equally Respected) Story
Club and S.H.O. (Students

Azumi Murphy. Photo Cou
of Tyrone Murphy
Helping  Others) Club,
where students plan fun ac-
tivities with children with
special needs.

Outside of school,
Azumi also volunteers with
the Caring House, Feed My
Starving Children, and St.
Mary’s Food Bank. Azumi
is planning to attend Arizo-
na State University and pur-
suing a career field where
she can help others in the
future.

rtes
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HEADLINES

EXECUTIVE OFFICE
“Pa&‘m% Our Peopple Firndt”

Stephen Roe Lewis
Governor

Robert Stone
Lt. Governor

SandraDay O’Connor College of Law hosts “Wiring the Rez” conference

Christopher Lomahquahu
Gila River Indian News

Law and policy mak-
ers visited the Gila River
Indian Community for a
conference on e-commerce
in Indian Country. The
ASU Sandra Day O’Con-
nor College of Law host-
ed the 6th Annual “Wiring
the Rez” conference at the
Wild Horse Pass Hotel &
Casino on Jan 30.

Lt. Gov. Robert Stone
opened the conference with
a traditional prayer and
welcome address for the
attendees. “It’s really good
to host this conference in

A ]|

Gov. Stephen Roe Lewis addresses the Wiring the Rez con-
ference at the Wild Horse Pass Hotel & Casino. Christopher

Lomahquahu/GRIN

our community, we know
e-commerce is important

). LB - - Sesas 2 =
Mark Kelly observes GRIC’s progress at MARS. From left, Wil-

lard Antone, Mark Kelly and Gov. Lewis. Christopher Lomah-

quahu/GRIN

Education  Standing
Committee member and
District 1  Community
Council Representative Ar-
zie Hogg informed Kelly
of GRIC’s approach to re-
vitalizing O’otham and Pee
Posh language.

“We are bringing it
back, it’s a community ef-
fort to work with our elders
on programs to bring class-
es out to the Community,”
said Hogg.

Kelly understood the
idea of language immersion
from a young age and ref-
erenced his experience with
language immersion as
an astronaut learning new
languages to communicate
with others while in space.

The conversation also
included GRIC’s agricul-
tural activities in relation to
the water.

“Some of our own
small farmers as well, we
want to encourage them,-

such as Ramona Farms,
who have literally brought
back some of our heirloom
crops, or traditional crops,”
said Lewis.

Lewis said the return
of the Community’s access
to water allows GRIC to
build a state of the art water
delivery system for farming
purposes, while preserv-
ing the surface and under-
ground water levels.

“We have CAP water,
which can be costly, but we
are also building our other
sources of water, which will
help us in times of drought
conditions,” said Lewis. He
said the Managed Aquifer
Recharge 5 site is one step
the Community is taking
to recharging underground
aquifers, while bringing
back native plants, which
are used for traditional arts
and crafts.

The group also dis-
cussed House Bill 2570,

for communities here and
elsewhere in the modern

world,” said Lt. Gov. Stone.
The conference fo-
cused on economic op-
portunities for tribal com-
munities and businesses
particular for tribes in rural
areas. It also explored the
challenges of regulation,
jurisdiction and compli-
ance, cybersecurity, data
privacy and creating pri-
vate sector economies in
Native communities.
“Connectivity is im-
portant to our community,
as it is throughout Indian
Country,” said Gov. Ste-
phen Roe Lewis. He said
within Indian Country, ac-

cess to internet service for
members of tribal commu-
nities lags behind the rest of
the nation.

“Throughout  Indian
Country, the digital divide,
as we all know is very real.
The latest data shows, that
35 percent of Indian Coun-
try lacks access to broad-
band,” said Gov. Lewis.

Robert Miller, ASU
Professor of Law at San-
dra Day O’Connor College
of Law, said that econom-
ic development will help
tribes for generations.

“Why focus on eco-
nomic development? Cre-

ating economies in Indian
Country, to build commu-
nities to stay together, help
people who want to live
on the rez, have adequate
paying jobs, housing and
schools for their kids,” said
Miller.

Lewis later added,
“When we host confer-
ences like [this], we are
looking at the technological
solutions, that are going to
present new opportunities
for solving problems, in
our community and across
Indian Country.”

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

VOLUNTEER HOURS CAN NOT BE COMPENSATED BY GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING PLEASE EMAIL:

WIAW .
$ o,

which was established to
collect data on the severity
of missing and murdered
indigenous women and
girls. “I sit with Peshlakai
on the MMI committee,
right now, we are push-

Mur-CHu-THA

MUL-CHU-THA

March 6-8, 2020

VOLUNTEER POSITIONS:

INFORMATIONAL BOOTH (HAND OUT
PROGRAMS AND PROMOTIONAL ITEMS)
CLEAN UP CREW

FRONT GATE GREETERS

EVENT ROVERS

CART DRIVERS (ELDER TRANSPORT)
COMMUNITY DAY

MULCHUTHA@GRIC.NSN.US

ing to have law enforce-
ment and federal agencies
to present the data,” said
Monica Antone, District 4
Council Representative.
She said other mea-
sures, such as the Violence

Against Women Act, are
under revision to include
children as victims of do-
mestic violence. Other pro-
visions, that are on the table
were to prevent offenders
from owning a firearm or

having access to them. “I
think there has to be pro-
visions there in some way,
shape or form, we need to
support to push those things
forward,” said Antone.
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COMMUNITY COUNCIL ACTION SHEETS

Courtesy of the Community Council Secretary’s Office * January 15, 2020

ACTION SHEET

Community Council; P.O. Box 2138; Sacaton,
Arizona 85147; Phone (520) 562-9720; Fax (520)
562-9729

CALL TO ORDER

The Second Regular Monthly Meeting of the Com-
munity Council held Wednesday, January 15, 2020,
in the Community Council Chambers at the Gov-
ernance Center in Sacaton, Arizona was called to
order by Governor Stephen R. Lewis at 9:16 a.m.
INVOCATION

Provided by Councilwoman Pamela Johnson
ROLL CALL

Sign-in Sheet Circulated

Executive Officers Present:

Governor Stephen R. Lewis

Executive Officers Absent:

Lt. Governor Robert Stone

Council Members Present:

D1-Joey Whitman, Arzie Hogg; D2-Carol Schurz;
D3-Avery White; D4-Monica Antone, Jennifer Allison,
Delmar Jones, Pamela Johnson; D5- Janice Stew-
art, Marlin Dixon, , Thomas White; D6- Anthony Villa-
real, Sr., Terrance Evans; D7-Devin Redbird (10:09)
Council Members Absent:

D3-Rodney Jackson; D5-Franklin Pablo, Sr.; D6-
Charles Goldtooth

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO TABLE RE-
PORT #4 FOR NON-SUBMITTAL OF MATERIAL
MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO ACCEPT
REPORTS #2, #3, #5 THROUGH #9 AND #11
THROUGH #14; ACCEPT AND APPROVE RES-
OLUTION #1 AND NEW BUSINESS #4 ON THE
CONSENT AGENDAS

MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO DISPENSE
REPORT #1 AND TO APPROVE THE REGULAR
AGENDAAS

AMENDED

PRESENTATIONS/INTRODUCTIONS

REPORTS

*1. Four Rivers Indian Legal Services FY 19 Year-
End Summary 4th Quarter Report

Presenter: Diana Lopez-Jones

DISPENSED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA

*2. THPO FY2019 Annual Report (October 1, 2018 —
September 30, 2019)

Presenter: Barnaby Lewis

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA

*3. Facility Maintenance Department — FY 2019 An-
nual Report (October 1, 2018-September 30, 2019)
Presenter: Steve Mendoza

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA

*4. St. Anthony’s Church 3rd and 4th Quarter Report
Presenters: Donald Antone, Sr., Regina An-
tone-Smith

TABLED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA

>5. K-12 Education Program Quarter 1 Manager’s
Report

Presenter: Trina Hart

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA

>6. Native Youth Community Project Growing
Readers And Developing Leader’s Annual Report
Presenter: Sienna Whittington

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA

>7. Head Start Monthly Report — September 2019
Presenter: Carolina Kelly

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA

>8. Head Start Monthly Report — October 2019
Presenter: Carolina Kelly

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA

>9. Head Start Monthly Report — November 2019
Presenter: Carolina Kelly

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA

10. Housing Owner’s Team Status, Pre-Develop-
ment and Construction Report

Presenters: Avery White, Housing Owner’s Team
REPORT HEARD

>11. Enrolliment/Census Department —-FY2019 Annu-
al Report (October 1, 2018-September 30, 2019)
Presenter: Sheila Valenzuela

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA

>12. Tribal Elections Program FY2019 Annual Re-
port (October 1, 2018-September 30, 2019)
Presenter: Nadine Shelde

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA

>13. Fire Department FY2019 Annual Report (Octo-
ber 1, 2018-September 30, 2019)

Presenter: Kathy Garcia

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA

>14. Office Of Emergency Management FY2019 An-
nual Report (October 1, 2018-September 30, 2019)
Presenter: Adam Sainz

ACCEPTED AT APPROVAL OF AGENDA

15. No Trespassing Signage Report

Presenter: Kimberly Antone

REPORT HEARD

RESOLUTIONS

*1. A Resolution Approving A Cooperative Learning
Agreement Between The Gila River Indian Commu-
nity Fire Department And The Texas A&M Engineer-
ing Extension Service (G&MSC forwards to Council
with recommendation for approval and for placement
on the consent agenda; LSC and ESC concur)
Presenters: Kathy Garcia, Leon Manuel
ACCEPTED AND APPROVED AT APPROVAL OF
AGENDA

2. A Resolution Establishing The Police Department
Construction Owner’s Team For The Purpose Of
Overseeing The Planning, Financing And Construc-
tion Of A New Facility For The Gila River Police De-
partment (G&MSC forwards to Council with recom-
mendation for approval with changes and additional
material; NRSC and LSC concur)

Presenters: Governor Stephen R. Lewis, Michael
Carter

APPROVED

3. A Resolution Approving And Authorizing Amend-
ment #1 To The October 1, 2019 Agreement Be-
tween The Gila River Indian Community And The
Center For Applied Research, Inc. (G&MSC for-
wards to Council with recommendation for approval)
Presenter: Ronald Rosier

APPROVED

4. A Resolution Authorizing And Approving The Ter-
mination Of Per Capita Trust Accounts And Directing
The Distribution Of Trust Assets To Certain Benefi-
ciaries (G&MSC forwards to Council with recommen-
dation for approval)

Presenter: Treasurer Robert Keller

APPROVED

5. A Resolution Approving The Relinquishment Of
Shane Thomas Knox From The Gila River Indian
Community Membership Roll (LSC forwards to
Council with recommendation for approval)
Presenter: Sheila Valenzuela

APPROVED

6. A Resolution Approving A Mutual Aid Agreement
Between The Gila River Indian Community And The
City of Coolidge For Emergency Police Services
(LSC forwards to Council with recommendation for
approval)

Presenters: William Morago, Michael Carter
APPROVED

ORDINANCES

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO ENTER EXEC-
UTIVE SESSION

1. The Arizona Medical Marijuana Act On The Gila
River Indian Reservation (H&SSC forwards to Coun-
cil under New Business; LSC and CRSC concur)
Presenter: Casaundra Wallace

ITEM DISCUSSED IN EXECUTIVE SESSION
MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO EXIT EXECU-
TIVE SESSION

MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO PROCEED
WITH THE SURVEY AND A PLANNED COMMUNI-
TY EDUCATION OUTREACH

[GOVERNOR STEPHEN R. LEWIS CALLED FOR
A 10-MINUTE BREAK. THE MEETING RECON-
VENED AT 12:03 P.M.]

2. Proposed Special Election (LSC forwards to
Council to declare the vacancy)

Presenter: Nadine Shelde

MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO DECLARE THE
VACANCY AND TO HOLD A SPECIAL ELECTION
ON MARCH 14, 2020

3. Request For Support To Host A TOCC Class In
Hashan Kehk (ESC motioned to forward to Council
a recommended a motion to support the TOCC
American Indian Studies class being held in District
2, in coordination with Administration and Communi-
ty Services Department; CRSC concurs)

Presenter: Jiivik Siiki

MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO SUPPORT THE
TOCC AMERICAN INDIAN STUDIES CLASS

>4, Head Start Monthly Report Old Template And
New Template (ESC motioned to forward the item to
Council under New Business and placement on the
consent agenda)

Presenter: Carolina Kelly

ACCEPTED AND APPROVED AT APPROVAL OF
AGENDA

5. Gila River Indian Community Utility Authority’s
Board of Director’s Declaration of Two (2) Vacancies
(EDSC forwards to Council to declare the vacancies
and advertise for 60 days subject to the code of
conduct)

Presenter: Shannon White

MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO DECLARE THE
VACANCIES AND ADVERTISE FOR 60-DAYS

6. RES Economic Summit — March 2-5, 2020 Las
Vegas, Nevada (EDSC forwards to Council to allow
any interested Council to attend under Dues &
Delegations)

Presenters: Economic Development Standing Com-
mittee

MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO APPROVE FOR
ANY INTERESTED COUNCIL TO ATTEND

7. Solar Project Announcement (Motion to forward
the revised Community’s Clenera Solar Project
Announcement to the Community Council with a
recommendation for approval)

Presenters: John Lewis, Leonard Gold

MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO APPROVE
MINUTES

1. November 21, 2019 (Special)

MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO APPROVE

2. December 19, 2019 (Special)

MOTION MADE AND SECOND TO APPROVE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

~ Prayers requested for Xavier Robi’s family
~Prayers requested for Cecil Allison, Jr.’s family
ADJOURNMENT

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 12:34 p.m.

* Denotes TABLED from previous meeting(s)

> Denotes a CONSENT AGENDA ITEM
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Gila River Indian Community partners with Clénera for 50 MW Solar Project

Sacaton, Arizona — The Gila River
Indian Community (GRIC or Commu-
nity), along with the Gila River Indian
Community Utility Authority (GRICUA),
today announced they are working on
forming a relationship with Clénera, a
leading solar development and asset
management service provider, to cre-
ate a 50 MW solar project within the
Gila River Indian Community Reserva-
tion. The relationship will provide the
Gila River Indian Community its first
utility scale solar resource and is set
to create additional operational and
energy management jobs.

“In 2018, GRICUA began to explore
the potential of creating a sustainable
energy facility and in May of that year
we issued a request for proposals for
the development of a solar photo-
voltaic energy facility.” said GRICUA
General Manager Leonard Gold. “In
September of 2018 the GRICUA re-
view team interviewed 6 companies
that specialize in solar development.
In October of 2018, the review team
selected Clenera because of its exper-
tise and experience in the solar indus-
try and the review team felt it would be
a good fit. This new facility will create
a clean, sustainable source of jobs,

Groups venture into

solar power and revenue to the Com-
munity. GRICUA looks forward to the
completion of this project and to con-
tinue the relationship with Clénera.”

In addition to the creation of infrastruc-
ture, GRICUA will enter into a power
purchase agreement with Clénera for
a minimum of 10 MWs of solar power
generated from the new facility and
will also perform the overall main-
tenance of the facility. The project is
expected to reach commercial opera-
tions by the end of 2022.

“Clenera was established in Arizona
and has been involved in local Arizona
communities working on other solar
projects,” said Clénera Director of
Business Development Jared McKee.
“Our team understands the oppor-
tunities and challenges this project
presents. Clénera is excited to apply
its experience to become a valuable
long-term partner with the Gila Riv-
er Indian Community to help them
achieve their solar energy goals.”
About the Gila River Indian Commu-
nity The Gila River Indian Commu-
nity is located on 372,000 acres in
south-central Arizona and home to
the indigenous O’odham (Pima) and
Pee Posh (Maricopa) people. The

Community is comprised of seven
districts, the administrative offices and
departments are located in Sacaton,
and serve the Community members
throughout these seven community
districts.

About Clénera

Headquartered in  Boise, Idaho,
Clénera (pronounced ‘clean-era’) is
a privately-held, renewable energy
company that provides clean, af-
fordable solar energy and storage to
utilities throughout the United States.
Clénera has created industry-leading
systems and technology to develop
and engineer power systems that
deliver and store clean energy to the
nation’s largest and most respected
utilities helping them become clean
energy leaders in their communities
while maintaining affordable, reliable
energy. Clénera’s current portfolio
exceeds 1.4 GWdc of utilityscale solar
projects in construction and operation,
and more than 12 GWdc in its devel-
opment pipeline. Clénera is one of the
top ten solar developers in the United
States.
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Partlclpants in the bird count at one of the sites including DEQ, public safety and Audubon
Arizona. Roberto A. Jackson/GRIN

GRIN Staff
Gila River Indian News

The Department of
Environmental Quality car-
ried on a tradition that start-
ed over two decades ago
when they hosted the 21st
Annual Winter Birdcount
on Jan. 25. With Gila River
Indian Community mem-
bers paired with experts
and volunteers, the Winter
Birdcount is a way to learn
about the bird population
while visiting their habitats
across the Community.

“It’s always a wonder-
ful event, every year,” said
Lt. Gov. Robert Stone.

Groups met at three lo-
cations at 7 a.m. and were
assigned to different areas
to document the birds. Bird-
watchers met in District 5,
6, and 7 then proceeded to
outlying areas frequented
by hawks, ducks, eagles,
woodpeckers and the di-
verse multitude of bird spe-
cies found in GRIC.

Cynthia Brown, was
among the Community

members to attend at the
District 6 site, and said that
she would encourage others
to take advantage of next
year’s birdcount, especially
for families.

“It’s just something
that’s outside of our own
element. It’s time to pause
and take a breath and look
around and be apprecia-
tive.”

Brown’s group was
escorted by a staff mem-
ber from DEQ and rangers
from the Gila River Police

Public Notice

The Gila River Indian Community is
excited to announce the new Wild
Horse Pass Tower just starting con-
struction. This beautifully designed
space will need artwork from Pima
(Akimel O’Otham) and Maricopa (Pee-
Posh) artisans. We are looking for art-
ists from the Gila River Indian Com-
munity working in all styles and media,
including paintings on paper and can-

Court Date Notice

IN THE COURT OF THE

GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY
IN THE STATE OF ARIZONA
COURT DATE NOTICE

In Re Case: In the Matter of Eliakim
Wetan/ Jeremiah Wetan

Docket Number: PB-20 17-03 2 13

Court Date Notice

IN THE COURT OF THE
GILARIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY
IN THE STATE OF ARIZONA
COURT DATE NOTICE

In Re Case: Amalia Walker Torres vs.
Rafael Gomez Soriano*** Jr.

Docket Number: CV-2019-0252-MO

Department to all the as-
signed sites before lunch
and cultural activities held
at the MARS Interpretive
Trail.

Audubon and other
bird watchers followed the
groups as well including
Steven Prager who has par-
ticipated in this event for
several years. Prager, who
is the Important Bird Ar-
eas Program Associate for
Audubon Arizona, said the
bird count is a way to con-
nect the Community with
the birds and the places that
support the bird population.
According to Prager, the
presence of birds can reveal
a lot about the places they
inhabit.

“They let you know
what’s here in the environ-
ment,” said Prager.

The presence of a cer-
tain species will let you
know what else is in the
area based on the dietary
and environmental needs of
the birds.

Woodrow Crumbo,
DEQ, served as the group
leader, guiding everyone
to the Pee-Posh Wetlands
in the District 7. Crumbo
said, “the goal is not only
to count the birds we find
there but also monitor any

BHS Family Night features storytelling

Kyle Knox
Gila River Indian News

During January and
February, Behavioral
Health Services (BHS) is
hosting "Family Nights"
throughout the Communi-
ty, which feature traditional
O'otham and Pee Posh sto-
rytelling. On Jan. 23, BHS
staff hosted the third event
at District 2 Hashan Kehk
Service Center, where fam-
ilies were treated to stories,
songs, and dinner.

These events bring
families together through-
out the Community to learn
about O'otham and Pee
Posh history. The stories
provide context to songs as
well as land marks and their

significance.

Anthony Gray, from
District 4 San Tan and is the
Tribal Educations Cultural
Coordinator, served as the
guest to share those stories.
Gray has been providing
storytelling throughout the
Community for the last five
years, and this is the second
year partnering with BHS.

Gray said that his goal
is to help instill a better un-
derstanding of one's O'oth-
am identity through the
stories shared. "In every
story, whether new or old,
you find some knowledge
and teaching there for us
all, and I want the people to
walk away having learned
why we look at things the
way we do," said Gray of

his story sharing.

Examples of these sto-
ries can concern the Red
Sky's Arizona is famous for
and why it isn't' just pret-
ty to view but serves as a
gift and "good sign" to the
O'otham.

Gray shared the story
about the departure of the
Pronged Horn Antelope
from the O'otham areas
heading West. According
to the stories, the antelope
once roamed throughout
the region, today they are
less common due to the
result of a race near the
Arizona/Mexico border
translated as "Where the
Roadrunner Runs."

The story offers les-
sons of humility as well

as the teachings about the
burden that arrogance can
bring.

Then in another story,
Gray shared the origins of
the "Rock People" we see
today on the Superstition
Mountains in the eastern
part of Arizona. Through-
out the story, Gray sang the
songs associated with the
events that led to the cre-
ation of the "Rock People."

These are just some
of the stories that will be
shared that provide mean-
ing to landmarks, place
names, songs, and their sig-
nificance.

Gray used the O’oth-
am names for places and
animals, which helps un-
derstand their place in tra-

vas, tile mosaics, murals, drawings,
photography, sculpture, basketry,
pottery, carvings, and weavings. Our
design team is looking for artwork that
will reflect the cultural themes that will
be incorporated into the facility.

We will host an open house for artists
on February 15, 2020 from 12pm to
5pm, at the Shelde Building

(5710 W. North Loop Rd. Chandler AZ
85226).

Come take a look at the project and

22-GU

This case has been scheduled and
YOU ARE ORDERED TO APPEAR
on the date, time and place designat-
ed below. IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR
your hearing may be held in held in
absentia and a warrant may be issued
for your arrest, forleiture of your bond,
judgment in favor of the other party,

This case has been scheduled and
YOU ARE ORDERED TO APPEAR
on the date, time and place designat-
ed below. IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR
your hearing may be held in held in
absentia and a warrant may be issued
for your arrest, forfeiture of your bond,
judgment in favor of the other party, or
jail time may ordered.

opportunities for artwork! Please
bring photos/examples of your work
to share with us. We will not be pur-
chasing anything at the open house.
For more information, and to request
an application form, please call Laurie
Post at 602-243-4300, email Laurie
at LPost@TelaArt.com or call Ginger
Martin at 480-689-2087 or email Gin-
ger at GMartin@WildHorsePass.com

orjail time may ordered.

Review Hearing

Westend Judicial Center,

4751 West Pecos Road,

Laveen, AZ 85339

13th of February, 2020 at 9:00 AM

in Courtroom VII before the Honorable
Judge Delowe

Review Hearing

Westend Judicial Center,

4751West Pecos Road,

Laveen, AZ 85339

13th day of February, 2020 at 10:00
AM in Courtroom WI before the Hon-
orable Dallas Delowe

21st Annual Wlnter Bird Count

Nicole Villegas, 7, observes ducks and water fowl in District 6.

Roberto A. Jackson/GRIN

new species that are present
in the region.”

Once all the groups
convened at MARS, they
heard remarks from Gov.
Stephen Roe Lewis, Lt.
Gov. Stone, Miss Gila Riv-
er Tyler Owens and DEQ
Director Willard Antone.

Gov. Lewis remarked
on the significance of host-
ing the activities following
the bird count at MARS.
“This is a special place,”
said Gov. Lewis.

Gov. Lewis used

MARS as an example of
the environmental work
the Community is doing
especially with the bird
population; 121 birds have
documented at the MARS
site alone.

Representatives from
each group also shared
their results and what they
saw in the field including
mourning doves, ravens,
cactus wrens, herons and
black phoebes, among oth-
ers.

Anthony Gray during a cultural presentation for Family Night.
Kyle Knox/GRIN

ditional teachings.

The events rotate
throughout the districts and
will feature various story-
tellers at each site conclud-
ing at District 3 on Feb. 12.

Understanding the unique-
ness of the Community
BHS will also feature a Pee
Posh Community member
to share stories during the
District 7 event on Feb 7.
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Gila River

HEALTH CARE

Were you treated with kindness & respect?

At Gila River Health Care, our Patient Advocates welcome your
questions, concerns, and compliments regarding your care.

ﬂ\r‘; A T—

ticnt Advocates_(_L’-R‘) Star,J., Valerie R"A/eromca G., MaI’CI” @,

We’d love to hear about your experlence'
Call to speak with a Patient Advocate.

Hu Kam Memorial Hospital Komatke Health Center Hau’pal Health Center
(520) 562-3321 (520) 550-6000 (520) 796-2661

LIFE CENTER  peps Ask Dr. Roopa

DIABETES, ENDOCRINOLOGY & WELLNESS

o o ’ o ?
What is fﬁ’f’i’ﬁ’”‘i’/r‘: "oj/i iy /73””{ ] PREVENT OR SLOW THE PROGRESSION

excess fluids from the blood into the urine to OF DIABETIC KIDNEY DISEASE BY

be passed out of the body. The kidneys also
play a key role in maintaining blood pressure.

L

Taking medications Managing changes in

to control high [ 11 i eating diet,and
tfowto defect kianey dlsease? et it
It can be detected early and easily by simple lab tests G
like a Urine test for proteins and blood tests for & 3 Losing weight if Getting regular
creatinine and Glomerular filtration rate (eGFR). 9 Managing blood | you are overweight physical activity
These are checked at least once a year in pX . glucose levels | o 1o -

people with Diabetes.

Prease Check With Your Doctor 7&/"7‘]
Simple Urine Protein 7lnd Blood Test

Reminder!
Gila River Health Care’s Administrative
Offices and Outpatient Clinics will be

CLOSED
IN OBSERVANCE OF

GU(]D FRIDAY 4/ 10/ 2020

By - i |f ri ?,l _ i
« Gila River Indian Community CRISIS HOTLINE: 1-800-259- 3449‘.,

Walk in or call any
of our locations
to get your

flu shot today!

=

Gila River

HEALTH CARE

(520) 562-3321
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GETUP TO OR PAY JUST

An, ST DOWN

TOWARD A NICER, NEWER CAR! TOWARD A NICER, NEWER CAR!

MITSUBISHI' IN CASA GRANDE, AZ

DEALER FOR THE PEOPLE
O e — ‘

— THE PREMIER PROMISE —

OUR RIDES COME PACKED WTH BONUSES! || IRV B T Y 7 T |
LIFETIME MAINTENANGE || B (o) : 8 15 | 30 o] 10

THAT MEAMNS WE PUT OUR CUSTOMERS FIRST, BEFCRE

It 3 MGNTH 3000 EVERYTHING ELSE. WE BELIEVE THAT EVERYONE DESERVES
2 TO DRIVE A NICER, NEWER CAR TODAY. OUR BUSINESS IS
s NOT SELLING CARS. OUR BUSINESS IS FINDING

ILE HUAR AN I I SOLUTIONS TO THE EVERYDAY PROBLEMS THAT KEEP MOST

PEOPLE STUCK IN A CAR THEY HATE. WE'RE ONMN A

MISSION TO' CHANGE THE WORLD BY HELPING PEOCPLE
k! /3 DAY VEHICLE GET THE CAR THEY WANT AND DESERVE. MY GOAL

IS TO BE A TRUSTED: ADVISOR IN THE PROCESS

EXCHANGE

FOR
MITSUBISHI N
EALEF MO TS PEOPLE THE PECPLE

190 W. Pima St., Suite 2
Sacaton, AZ 85147

’:RE MHOU;Séonﬁd Fri. 12-5pm

® 590-423-8181 Ll
MITSUBISHI" <o avsves.com A

DEALER FOR THE PEOPLE

*See dealer for details. Plus tax, title, license and dealers adds.
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$350/mo.
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GET HIRED

ON THE SPOT
TODAY!

See a Food & Beverage Manager
for an interview at Gila River
Hotels & Casinos.

Explore other career opportunities at PlayAtGila.com.

GILA RIVER

HOTELS & CASINOS

L —— f g PlavAtGila.com | 800-WIN-GILA

vee quiva « wild horse pass + lone butte Owned and operated by the Gila River Indian Community
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