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Stephen Roe Lewis, District 3, is sworn into office as Governor at the Community 
Council Chambers on Jan. 1. Velia Moncada/GRIN

GRIC Officials Sworn into Office

Regina Antone, District 4, is sworn into office as the new Lieutenant Governor, on 
Jan 1. Velia Moncada/GRIN

On Dec. 13, 2023, the Gila 
River Police Department (GRPD) 
hosted their 2023 awards banquet 
at the GRPD training headquar-
ters in Chandler, with 94 GRPD 
officers recognized for their dili-
gence and commitment to public 
service. 

“We are celebrating all the 
awards that our different officers 
have done this past year. This is 
the first year we are celebrating 
since the pandemic,” said GRPD 
Chief of Police Jesse Crabtree. 

The awards distributed 
throughout the evening ranged 
in four categories extending from 
the 2019 Chief’s Unit Citation 
Awards to the 2023 Supervisor of 
the Year, all requiring certain cri-
teria for an officer to be selected 
for their excellence and bravery. 

GRPD Lieutenant Celesti-
na Perez was awarded the 2022 

Community Service Award rec-
ognizing her significant contri-
bution in representing GRPD as a 
police officer and as a Communi-
ty member. 

Through her time, actions, 
talents and dedication outside of 
her work hours, Perez wanted to 
establish a better connection of 
support between the Community 
and GRPD. 

“In that time, I was able to 
show a lot of support in the Com-
munity, attend a lot of the Com-
munity functions and represent 
the department at the same time,” 
Perez said, “It was important to 
be seen in the Community; for 
me, as a Community member to 
be there, as well as be a represen-
tative of the department.”

 Perez is a former sergeant, 
who was promoted in September 
of 2023 and is the first female 

Gila River Police Department holds Awards Banquet
Velia Moncada 
Gila River Indian News

L-R: GRPD’s Lt. Celestina Perez, Lt. Caroline Johnson, Commander Tamatha Villar, Chief 
Jesse Crabtree, Asst. Chief William Morago and Commander Jeff Hunter.  Miyana Manus/CPAO

Stephen Roe Lewis takes oath as Governor for fourth term,
Regina Antone begins term as Lieutenant Governor

Stephen Roe Lewis and Re-
gina Antone were sworn in as 
Governor and Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, respectively, along with 
the elected judges in a ceremony 
held in the Community Council 

Chambers on Jan. 1.
Per the Constitution and 

Bylaws of the Gila River Indian 
Community, the elected officials, 
“shall take office the first day of 
January following their election,” 
in Article VIII – Tenure of Office. 

Judge Kami Hart admin-
istered the oath to Chief Judge 

Anthony Hill, who then presided 
over the remainder of the ceremo-
ny by swearing in the associate 
judges: Sherri L. Cassa, Brianna 
L. Rhodes, Gwendolyn P. Mora-
go, Charles W. Aragon, and Dar-
ren Pedro-Martinez. 

Judge Hill then administered 

the oath of office to Ms. Antone 
as lieutenant governor, in her first 
term, followed by Mr. Lewis in 
his fourth successive term. 

Family and friends also at-
tended the ceremony, which 
concluded with remarks by Gov. 
Lewis. 

The inauguration for Gov. 
Lewis, Lt. Gov. Antone and judg-
es will take place on Saturday, 
Jan. 20 at the Sheraton Grand at 
Wild Horse Pass at 2 p.m., with 
more announcements to follow. 



Page 2 Gila River Indian News Jan. 5, 2024



Gila River Indian NewsJan. 5, 2024 Page 3

Gary Mix, Tribal Treasurer 
Shannon White,

Community Council Secretary

Material published in the Gila River Indian 
News may not be reproduced in any form 

without consent from the Gila River Indian 
Community

LETTERS POLICY: GRIN welcomes 
letters and columns from readers.  Let-
ters should be limited to 200 words and 
be in good taste.  Material that could be 
libelous or slanderous is not acceptable.  
All letters or columns should be signed 
with the writer’s true name, address and 
telephone number in the event GRIN 
may need to contact the writer.  Only 
the name of the writer will be printed in 
the paper.  Letters or columns without 
a complete signature, name, address or 
phone number will not be acceptable to 
GRIN for publication.  GRIN reserves 
the right to edit submitted materials for 
grammar, spelling and content.  

Write to:
 Editor, GRIN
P.O. Box 459

Sacaton, AZ 85147
Published letters or columns do not neces-

sarily reflect the opinion of the
Editor or Gila River Indian Community.  

Emma Hughes
Emma.Hughes@gric.nsn.us

Acting Managing Editor
(520) 562-9852

Roberto A. Jackson
roberto.jackson@gric.nsn.us

CPAO Director
(520) 562-9851

For more information
grin@gric.nsn.us
(520) 562-9715

Gila River Indian Community
P.O. Box 459

Sacaton, AZ 85147
(520)562-9715

www.gricnews.org
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grhc.org

988 SUICIDE & CRISIS LIFELINE: CALL OR TEXT 988

GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY CRISIS LINE: 800-259-3449

GRHC COVID-19 HOTLINE
(520) 550-6079 GRHC.ORG/HUB

Please remember that all smoking 
is prohibited at all Gila River Health 
Care campus locations.

We wanted to take this opportunity to thank you for 
choosing Gila River Health Care for your healthcare 
needs. We are grateful for your trust and confidence 
in us, and we are committed to providing you with the 
highest quality care possible.
 
We hope you have a chance to relax and enjoy some 
quality time with your loved ones.
 
We look forward to continuing to serve you in the year 
to come.

2023-2024 COVID-19 Shots Now Available2023-2024 COVID-19 Shots Now Available

Who should get the COVID-19 shot? 
Anyone ages 6 months and older may receive the 
2023-2024 COVID shot through Gila River Health Care

Why?
The 2023-2024 COVID-19 shot will protect you and your 
family from the current circulating COVID-19 virus

Where?
Vaccine for Ages 5 and above are available as a walk-
in or by appointment at any Gila River Health Care
- Primary Care Department
- Pediatrics Department
- Community Mobile Outreach Clinic
 
For Ages 6 months to 4 years available as walk in or by 
appointment in the Pediatrics Department

Hu Hu Kam Memorial Hospital 
(520) 562-3321 Ext. 1495

Komatke Health Center 
(520) 550-6000 Ext. 6060

Hau’pal (Red Tail Hawk) 
 Health Center 
(520) 796-2697

Ak-Chin Clinic 
(520) 568-3881

Pediatrics Department 
(520) 562-3321 Ext. 7337

By Walk In or By Appointment At Any Gila River Health Care  
Primary Care Department

Visit the  
grhc.org/hub  
or scan QR code to 
view Community 
Mobile Outreach 
Clinic Calendar

Scan QR code 
to read the 
January 2024  
Newsletter

Scan Here

S E R V I C E S  P L U S

SERVICES PROVIDED:
Children:

Sports Physicals 
Immunizations**
Health Education
Blood Sugar Screenings

Adults:
Immunizations**
Blood Pressure Screenings
Blood Sugar Screenings

Robin Henry, FNP-BCCONTACT 520-517-0693

Scan Here
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Respected Associate Judge Janice Breckenridge Retires
Gila River Indian 

Community Tribal Court 
Associate Judge Janice 
Breckenridge, District 6, 
celebrated her retirement 
on Dec. 13, 2023, at the 
Akimel O’otham Loditha 
Kud Ki (River People’s 
Court Building) in Sacaton. 
She served on the bench 
for 12 years and spent a to-
tal of 39 years working for 
GRIC.

“It’s been good work-
ing for the community be-
cause I’m from here,” said 
Breckenridge. Her fellow 
judges threw the party, 

which was open to the pub-
lic.

Breckenridge started 
her career with the Gila 
River Police Department 
(GRPD) in 1983. After 
completing her bachelor’s 
degree in business from 
Western International Uni-
versity, she began working 
in dispatch and detention. 

Breckenridge eventu-
ally moved into the inves-
tigations office of GRPD 
where she became knowl-
edgeable in the National 
Crime Information Sys-
tems and taught investiga-
tors how to write reports. 
She also helped the city 
of Coolidge police depart-

ment. 
In 1995, Breckenridge 

moved into gaming surveil-
lance and spent 15 years in 
that capacity,  becoming 
director of surveillance at 
Gila River Resorts & Ca-
sinos—Wild Horse Pass.  
She left to care for her sis-
ter, Alberta Breckenridge, 
when she became ill. 

Alberta encouraged 
Breckenridge to pursue a 
career in judicial clerkship 
and urged her to run for 
associate judge in the Com-
munity. In 2012, Brecken-
ridge completed her mas-
ter’s degree in business 
and was elected associate 
judge. 

Breckenridge said she 
was able to base decisions 
on significant laws such as 
the Tribal Law and Order 
Act of 2010 and the evolu-
tion of the Violence Against 
Women Act (VAWA),  
which was enacted in 1994. 
These two tribal acts were 
significant in charging 
non-Community members 
with crimes committed in 
the Community. 

Breckenridge advises 
anyone interested in a jus-
tice career to study law and 
be mindful of their actions 
because if they are judging 
others, their behavior will 
come under scrutiny.

“I’ve always been told 

as judges, your life be-
comes an open book,” she 
said. “So, you [have to] 
watch yourself out there in 
the public.” 

She added that the 
most important part of a 
judge’s job is being honest 
and making decisions that 
will benefit everybody. 

In retirement, Breck-
enridge plans to focus on 
her health. She said she still 
plans to serve as a judge 

pro tempore, which is a 
volunteer position, in Tribal 
Communities or whenever 
there may be a need for an 
outside judge’s assistance.  

Breckenridge states, 
“It’s been a privilege work-
ing for [my] Community 
and [I’m] thankful to the 
Community who put their 
trust in [me] by voting 
for [me] as an Associate 
Judge.”

L-R: Associate Judge Sheri Cassa, Associate Judge Darren Pedro-Martinez, Associate Judge Janice Breckenridge 
and Brianna Rhodes. Velia Moncada/GRIN

Associate Judge Janice Breckenridge in The 
Community’s main court, the Akimel O’otham Loditcha 
Kud Ki (River People’s Court Building). Velia Moncada/
GRIN
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Current Drug Trends 
D3 New Beginnings Building

2pm-3pm

Yes to Life! & Narcan Booth
D3 Post Office 

10am-12pm

Yes to Life! RV Drive Thru
D5 Vendor Lot

11am-1pm

Narcan Education 
D1 Service Center 

11am-1pm

Mental Health Awareness
6pm-7pm

Active Parenting of Teens 
9am-12pm

Active Parenting of Teens  
9am-12pm

Narcan Education 
D7 Service Center 
2:00pm-3:30pm

Yes to Life! & Narcan Booth
D2 Service Center 

10am-12pm

Mental Health Awareness & Hot Cocoa  
D3 South Housing, Whipsmal Rd

5pm-6pm

Stress & Self-Care
5pm-6pm

Journaling for Prevention
10am-11am

QPR Suicide Prevention
10am-11am

Yes to Life! & Narcan Booth 
D1 Gas Station

9am-12pm

Mental Health First Aid
D6 Dialysis Center

8:30am-5pm

Full Day: Active Parenting of 0-5 years 
Red Tail Hawk 

9am-4pm

Stress and Self Care
11am-12pm

Mental Health Awareness & Hot Cocoa
D2 Basketball Court, Siflic St.

5pm-6pm

Gila River Prevention Coalition
D3 Dialysis Center

10am-12pm

Move & Groove Self-Care Line Dance 
D5 Service Center  

5pm-7pm

Journaling for Prevention
10am-11am

Active Parenting 
D6 Shegoi Building

9am-12pm

Active Parenting 
D6 Shegoi Building

9am-12pm

Winter Storytelling Night
D6 Service Center

6pm-8pm

Narcan Education 
D4 Service Center

11am-1pm

Parenting as Prevention: 
Create Chores Chart

D5 Service Center  
5pm-7pm

Alcohol Awareness 
Super Bowl Obstacle Challenge 

D5 Service Center
5pm-7pm

Narcan Education Booth 
D6 Service Center

1pm-2:30pm

Winter Storytelling Night
D2 Service Center 

6pm-8pm

SafeTALK Suicide Prevention 
D3 New Beginnings Building

9am-12pm

Prescription Safety & Narcan Booth
D3 & D5 Post Office 

9am-1pm

3

25

Access our monthly calendar
www.GRHC.org/BHS

520-610-5840
COVID Anxiety & Stress Helpline

602-528-7122
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January 2024
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1 5

8

19

26

29

= Online

= In person

= RV

CALL OR TEXT 988 FOR THE SUICIDE & CRISIS LIFELINE

GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY
CRISIS HOTLINE: 1 (800) 259-3449 

Would you like access to our BHS
online calendar? Scan this QR
code to see all of our January

events & activities. 
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Submitted by
Veterans & Family Services 
Office

Serving with distinc-
tion in every major U.S. 
conflict for over 200 years, 
Native Americans and 
Alaskan Natives serve at 5 
times the national average 
of any population in the 
U.S. Approximately 1.4 
percent of the U.S. popu-
lation is Native with ap-
proximately 1.7 percent of 
the military being Native. 
Of the 1.7 percent serv-
ing, Native American and 
Alaskan females comprise 
nearly 20 percent of this 
population. 

Approximately 12,500 
Native Americans enlisted 
or were drafted into WWI. 
About two-thirds of them 
served in the infantry, but 
at a high cost. Roughly five 
percent of these combat 
soldiers were killed. About 
10,000 Native women 
joined the Red Cross to 
assist with the war efforts. 
Choctaw and other Natives 
transmitted codes in their 
native languages by tele-
phone to win some of the 
battles that ended the war.

After the attack on 
Pearl Harbor during WWII, 
an estimated 44,000 of the 
total 350,000 Native and 
Native Alaskan population 

went on active duty includ-
ing about 800 women. As 
a population, they earned 
71 Air Medals. 34 Distin-
guished Flying Crosses, 
51 Silver Stars, 47 Bronze 
stars and 5 Medals of Hon-
or. Approximately 10,000 
served during the Kore-
an War.  Another 42,000 
served during Vietnam of 
which 90 percent were vol-
unteers.

When asked about 
why so many Native Amer-
icans join the military, Ma-
rine Code Talker Peter Mc-
Donald said, “There was 
exploitation, but our desire 
to maintain what belongs 
to us and protect our fam-
ilies is part of our desire to 
volunteer and protect our 
land.”

In total, 27 American 
Indians have been awarded 
the Medal of Honor which 
is the Nation’s highest mil-
itary honor.

Code Talkers
The Code Talkers 

were comprised of 14 
different tribes. The first 

Code Talkers were used 
during WWI using tribal 
languages that the Ger-
man’s could not decipher.  
Most of the original 29 
Navajo Code Talkers were 
from the State of Arizona. 

Thunderbirds
The Army’s 45th In-

fantry Division, known 
as the Thunderbirds for 
their distinctive insignia, 
became one of America’s 
most acclaimed World War 
II combat units. American 
Indians made up about 
one-fifth of the 45th In-
fantry Division includ-
ing three who received 
the Medal of Honor: Jack 
Montgomery (Cherokee, 
1917-2002), Van T Barfoot 
(Choctaw, 1919-2012) and 
Ernest Childers (Muscogee 
Nation, 1918-2005 and the 
first Native American to 
be awarded the Medal of 
Honor in WWII). General 
George Patton said to the 
Thunderbirds, “You are 
one of the best, if not the 
best, divisions in the histo-
ry of American arms.”

Native Americans in the Military

  Save the Date 
SSaattuurrddaayy,,  AApprriill  1133,,  22002244  

161st Annual Five Tribes  
Treaty of Peace Celebration 

 

Recognizing Code Talkers and Thunderbirds
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Community member to be 
promoted as Lieutenant Of-
ficer.  

“I love serving the 
Community, I feel like it 
is my home now, working 
here for 12 years,” said 
GRPD Detective Rachelle 
Rodriquez, “I wouldn’t 
want to be anywhere else.”

Rodriquez currently 
serves as acting sergeant 
for the special victims’ unit 

and was nominated for Of-
ficer of the year in 2021. 

In 2020, Rodriquez 
began her career as a detec-
tive. Sharing that the sup-
port she had from Sergeant 
William Faulkner, and the 
learning experiences she 
gained from that year is 
what she recognizes as the 
stepping stones of how she 
received her award. 

“It was just a year of a 
lot of learning and hard cas-
es, that ended up with good 
results and justice,” said 

Rodriquez who explained 
she’s motivated to help the 
youth that are mistreated 
and hopes to continue her 
work in the justice system 
with GRPD until she re-
tires.

The award banquet 
evening ended into the 
night with GRPD and their 
families congratulating one 
another for their accom-
plishments in public ser-
vice.

GRPD Award 
Banquet Cont.

GRPD Lt. Celestina Perez, presented with the 2022 Community Service Award. 
Miyana Manus/CPAO

GRPD Detective Rachelle Rodriquez, awarded for 2021 Employee of the Year. Miyana 
Manus/CPAO

94 awards were presented at the Gila River Police Department’s Awards Banquet, 
honoring police officers through the years of 2019-2023. Velia Moncada/GRIN
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PIMMEX Contracting donates to annual Toy Drive

Director of GRIC Tribal Social Services Kelly Vickrey is presented with the donation 
from Pimmex President, Carlos Muñoz, District 5, along with Assistant Project 
Manager of Pimmex Kris Lewis, District 4, on Dec. 16, 2023. Velia Moncada/GRIN

Gila River Indian 
Community member and 
Pimmex Contracting Pres-
ident, Carlos Muñoz, Dis-
trict 5, donated $7,000 
to Tribal Social Services 
(TSS) for their Christmas 
Toy Drive.

“It’s something we 
don’t budget for and we 
totally rely on donations,” 
said Director of TSS, Kel-
ly Vickery, “It’s sometimes 
the only gifts the children 
will receive, so we really 
try to make it as special as 

we can.” 
Pimmex was contacted 

by TSS for sponsorship as 
the program relies on dona-
tions to purchase toys and 
gifts for over 900 children 
in the Community, which is 
also part of Pimmex’s goal 
to make a difference and 
serve Native Communities 
in the state.

These sponsorships 
are important for families 
in providing toys, clothes, 
food and entertainment 
during the holiday season. 

Muñoz has a history 
of assisting families during 

the holidays and is known 
for his generosity through-
out the Community. 

“My background be-
fore I started the compa-
ny was with youth for the 
town of Queen Creek, it 
was a youth and teen center 
that I was a big part of so 
anything with [helping] the 
youth sparks my interests.”  
said Muñoz who didn’t 
think twice to help with the 
donation.

The proceeds from 
his donation came from 
all the revenue Pimmex 
Contracting makes every 

year; allotting funds to give 
back to the Community. 
Muñoz’s team has contrib-
uted to four other GRIC 
departments throughout the 
holiday season, distribut-
ing new shoes to the youth, 
donating blankets to the 

elders, and hiring a Santa 
Claus to visit the Head start 
school programs through-
out the districts.

Other sponsorships for 
the TSS Toy Drive included 
Gila River Resorts & Casi-
nos, the District 3 Service 

Center and Elder Program, 
Gila River Health Care and 
other programs throughout 
the Community assisting 
TSS in spreading generosi-
ty and holiday cheer for the 
youth and adults.

Velia Moncada 
Gila River Indian News
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Announcements & Notices
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CRIMES BY DISTRICT
(DECEMBER 08 - DECEMBER 29, 2023) 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT

ARSON

BURGLARY

DRUG VIOLATION

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT

ROBBERY

SIMPLE ASSAULT

THEFT

WEAPONS OFFENSE

Created by:
GRPD Crime Analysts

12/29/2023 Page 1 of 1

GRIN Blotter (12/29/2023)

Gila River Police Department Incident Logs
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DON MCLEAN
FEBRUARY 10 | 8PM

AT WILD HORSE PASS

AMERICAN HIGHWAYMEN
JANUARY 6 | 8PM

AT WILD HORSE PASS

ONE OF THESE NIGHTS
JANUARY 20 | 8PM

EAGLES EXPERIENCE

AT WILD HORSE PASS

THE ELTON JOHN
EXPERIENCE

JANUARY 13 | 8PM

CANDLE IN THE WIND

AT VEE QUIVA

MORE
UPCOMING

SHOWS

FEB 23 | GARTH LIVE! AT WILD HORSE PASS
FEB 24 | JEFFREY OSBORNE AT WILD HORSE PASS
FEB 25 | TURN THE PAGE AT WILD HORSE PASS
MAR 8 | PIANO MEN: GENERATIONS AT WILD HORSE PASS

@PlayAtGila | PlayAtGila.com | 800-WIN-GILA Owned and operated by the Gila River Indian Community

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE  WILD HORSE PASS BOX OFFICE  AND  PLAYATGILA.COM


